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NEWSLETTER

· 2007 was a remarkably difficult year for British farming, especially in the South East corner of England.  Neither the outbreak of FMD nor the spread of Bluetongue into the UK can be blamed on the farming industry yet the Government seem determined in 2008 to share the responsibilities (and costs) of all future Animal Health and Welfare issues with all tiers of the farming industry.
This promises to be a lively debate as different levels of responsibility have yet to be agreed for different diseases e.g. FMD vs Johnes disease.
The Bluetongue “vector free period” was declared by DEFRA to have started on December 20th 2007 based on current and historical midge activity levels as influenced by the climatic conditions.  The implication of this date is that movements of animals will be permitted under licence out of the Protected Zone (PZ) and Surveillance Zone (SZ).  This window of opportunity is likely to last until March 2008 but is dependent on the climate which illustrates that the only effective control measure currently available is out of our hands (i.e. the weather).

Animals have to be blood tested pre movement with an option of 2 tests.  The £15 test can be used between 4th January and 18th January and the £3 test can be used thereafter, with results available four days after arrival at the DEFRA laboratory in Weybridge.

DEFRA has tendered for 20 million doses of the new vaccine from the three manufacturers and is in the process of deciding which bid to accept, but anticipate that the vaccine should be available by the end of May.

· Cliffe Veterinary Group website is developing and now ‘live’ at www.cliffevets.co.uk.  If you have ideas about how we can improve it please contact the surgery, but our hope is that it will become a source of general and local information in due course.

· This is the last year of the Old Cow Disposal Scheme and the accompanying compensation payment.  Forward planning is required because of the very restricted capacity available so booking slots will be imperative especially from June onwards for all pre 1996 cull catt.e
· We are still seeing the effects of an almost perfect summer/autumn for all livestock parasites (internal and external).  The warmth and wetness was ideal.  On new Year’s Ewe I saw lungworm in calves (post mortem), sheep scab on lambs and lice on goats at three different premises.  All can be easily diagnosed in the laboratory and successfully treated.  Liver fluke has also been making a come-back in the practice this season again aided by the climate conditions.

Please contact the surgery if you wish to discuss further any of the above issues on:

Telephone
01273 473232

Fax

01273 472216

Email

enquiries@cliffevets.co.uk 
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